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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 




1. (cancelled) 



2-3. (withdrawn) 



4-5. (cancelled) 



6. (currently amended) The tire of Claim-§- 10, wherein the ratio between the 



moduli of elasticity of said second rubber decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer 
ranges between 0.05 and 0.8. 

7. (currently amended) The tire of Claim-5- 10, wherein the ratio between the 
moduli of elasticity of said second rubber decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer 
ranges between 0.5 and 0.7. 

8. (currently amended) The tire of Claim-4- 10, wherein said second rubber 
decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 6 less than that of said first rubber decoupling layer. 

9. (previously amended) The tire of Claim 8, wherein said second rubber 
decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 6 below 0.08 measured at a fi"equency of 10 Hz, at a 
temperature of 60°C, and at a peak-to-peak dynamic deformation of 10%. 



formed by cords parallel in each row and criss-crossed from one row to the other by forming 
angles (a, p) with the circumferential direction ranging between 10^ and 70°: 



10. (currently amended) Th e tir e of Claim 5, A tire comprising a crown, two 



sidewalls and two beads, a carcass reinforcement anchored in said beads and a belt 



reinforcement: 



wherein said belt reinforcement comprises two superposed reinforcing rows 
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wherein between said reinforcing rows, at least two rubber decoupling layers of 
different mechanical properties are placed axiallv adjacent; 

wherein each of said rubber decoupling layers is in contact with said cords of said 
reinforcing rows: 

wherein a first rubber decoupling layer is placed between the center part of said 
reinforcing rows; 

wherein a second rubber decoupling layer is placed on at least one side of said 
first rubber decoupling layer and extends at least as far as the corresponding lateral ends of said 
reinforcing rows; and 

wherein said belt reinforcement comprises, on the same side as said second rubber 
decoupling layer, an additional reinforcing row of cords oriented in the circumferential direction 
and extending axially roughly like said second rubber decoupling layer. 

1 1 . (previously amended) The tire of Claim 10, wherein said additional 
reinforcing row is placed radially outside said reinforcing rows. 

12. (previously amended) The tire of Claim 10, wherein said additional 
reinforcing row is placed radially inside said reinforcing rows. 

13. (previously amended) The tire of Claim 10, wherein said additional 
reinforcing row is placed radially between said reinforcing rows. 

14. (currently amended) The tire of Claim 5- 10, wherein the HAV aspect ratio is 
greater than 0.55. 
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15. (previoifely amended) The tire of Claim S- 10, wherein the ratio between the 
moduli of elasticity of said second rubber decoupling layer and said first rubber decouphng layer 
ranges between 1 .2 and 20. 

16. (previously amended) The tire of Claim 5- 10, wherein the ratio between the 
moduli of elasticity of said second rubber decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer 
ranges between 1.5 and 10. 

17. (previously amended) The tire of Claim 44 1:9, wherein said first rubber 
decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 6 below that of said second rubber decoupling layer. 

18. (currently amended) The tire of Claim 4-7 19 wherein said first rubber 
decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 6 below 0.08 measured at a fi-equency of 10 Hz, at a 
temperature of 60°C, and at a peak-to-peak dynamic deformation of 10%. 

19. (currently amended) Th e tir e of claim 15, A tire comprising a crown, two 
sidewalls and two beads, a carcass reinforcement anchored in said beads and a belt 
reinforcement: 

wherein said belt reinforcement comprises two superposed reinforcing rows 
formed by cords parallel in each row and criss-crossed from one row to the other by forming 
angles (a. (3) with the circumferential direction ranging between 10° and 70^; 

wherein between said reinforcing rows, at least two rubber decoupling layers of 
different mechanical properties are placed axially adjacent; 

wherein each of said rubber decoupling layers is in contact with said cords of said 

reinforcing rows/ % 
A 
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wherein a first rubber decoupling layer is placed between the cemter part of said 
reinforcing rows, 

wherein a second rubber decoupling layer is placed on at least one side of said 
first rubber decoupling layer and extends as far as the corresponding lateral ends of said 
reinforcing rows, 

wherein the ratio between the moduli of elasticity of said second rubber 
decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer ranges between 1.2 and 20: and 

wherein the HAV aspect ratio is less than 0.55. 

20. (previously amended) The tire of Claim & 19, wherein the zone of contact 
between said cords of said reinforcing row whose axial width is the smaller of the two and said 
second rubber decoupling layer is axially greater than 5 mm. 

21. (previously amended) A tire according to Claim & 19, in which the zone of 
contact between said cords of said reinforcing row whose axial width is the smaller of the two 
and said second rubber decoupling layer ranges axially between 20 mm and 1/3 the axial width 
of said reinforcing row. 

22. (previously amended) The tire of Claims 19, wherein each second rubber 
decoupling layer extends axially more than 3 mm beyond the lateral ends of said cords of said 
reinforcing rows. 

23. (cancelled) 



NY02:45 1998.2 



-5- 



BAKER BOTTS LLP Attorney Docket No: 34073-PCT-USA-A 070337.0242 



24. (currently amended) The tire\)f Claim 23- 27, wherein the ratio between the 
moduli of elasticity of said second rubber decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer 
ranges between 1.5 and 10. 

\ 

25. (currently amended) The tire of Claim 33- 27, wherein said first rubber 



decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 5 below that of said second rubber decoupling layer. 

I 

26. (currently amended) The tire of Claim 35- 27, wherein said first rubber 
decoupling layer has a damping ratio tan 5 below 0.08 measured at a fi-equencv of 10 Hz, at a 
temperature of 60"C, and at a peak-to-peak dynamic deformation of 10% . 

i 

27. (currently amended) Th e tir e of. Claim 23, A tire compnsmg a crown, two 

j 

sidewalls and two beads, a carcass reinforcement anchored in the two beads and a belt 
reinforcement, wherein said belt reinforcement coniprises two superposed reinforcing rows 

I 

formed by cords parallel in each row, and criss-crossed from one row to the other row by 
forming angles fa, [3) with the circumferential direciion ranging between 10^ and 70^: 

wherein between said reinforcing rows, at least two rubber decoupling layers of 



different mechanical properties are placed axially adjacent; 



wherein each of said rubbery decoupling layers is in contact with said cords of 
said reinforcing rows j 

wherein a first rubber decoupling layer is placed between the center part of said 
reinforcing rows; 
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( 

wherein a second rubber decoupling layer is placed on at least one side of said 

i 

first rubber decoupling layer and extends at least as far as the corresponding lateral ends of said 
reinforcing rows; and 

wherein the ratio between the moduli of elasticity of said second rubber 

! 

decoupling layer and said first rubber decoupling layer ranges between 1 2 and 20, wherein the 



HAV aspect ratio is less than 0.55. 

28. (currently amendedt The tire of Claim 33- 27, wherein the zone of contact 

1 

between said cords of the reinforcing ro|v whose axial width is smaller and said second rubber 
decoupling layer is axially greater than 5 mm. 

29. (currently amended) |The tire of Claim 23- 27, wherein the zone of contact 
between said cords of the reinforcing row whose axial width is smaller and said second rubber 



decoupling layer ranges axially between 20 mm and 1/3 the axial width of said crown reinforcing 
row. 

30. (currently amended) lie tire of Claim 23- 27, wherein said second rubber 
decoupling layer extends axially more than|3 mm beyond the lateral ends of said cords of said 
reinforcing row. 
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i , - . 

3 1 . (newly added) The| tire according to claim 1 0 wherein said additional rows 

of cords has substantially the same axially inner extension as said second rubber decoupling 

32. (newly added) The^tire according to claim 10 wherein said additional row 

of cords has substantially the same axiall^ outer extension as the axially widest^lf S^^^^if^5€^ 
:i:©infiOTxmentTeinfoFe^^ * 
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